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  On Saturday, January 10, LAFTA will present the husband and wife duo Neal Hagberg and Leandra 
Peak on stage at 7:30 PM in The  Loft at the Mill, 8th and P St.   Hailing from the Twin Cities, Neal & 
Leandra will once again grace the LAFTA stage.  This remarkable singing / songwriting couple has a
large following in Lincoln who have eagerly purchased their albums.  The simplicity and directness of
their songs is both disarming and elegant.  The songs are layered with textures of everyday life and
love.  This - combined with their remarkable blended voices and funny stories - connects with people’s
own experiences in a way that keeps them coming back for more and bringing friends the next time
around.
  “Velvet” might be the most effective description of Leandra’s incredibly lovely voice, offset to perfection
by Neal’s soft, throaty tones, creating a truly remarkable harmony that has to be heard to be believed.
(Paradise Post, Calif.)  The Washington Post  says “as songwriters, Neal & Leandra have clearly 
mastered the art of saying more with less.”  The Minneapolis Star Tribune says “Listening to Leandra 

Peak’s distinctively husky and lustrous voice might be as heavenly as listening to angels” and “Neal Hagberg writes inspired originals.”  And the
Victory Review of Seattle writes that Neal & Leandra have  “one of the most sensuous mix of voices I’ve heard.”
    Tickets will be available on the web at http://lafta.nebraska.edu or at the door the evening of the concert.  Admission is $12 for LAFTA members
and $15 for non members, students with ID $8, with $1 for children 12 and under. 

Neal & Leandra In Concert January 10

Lincoln Association For Traditional Arts
News To Put A Little LAFTA In Your Life !
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    On February 14 LAFTA brings the next generation of New Folk Music to the stage 
with GrooveLily.  This trio is hitting it big! GrooveLily brings a contagiously 
effervescent sound that combines a sharp wit with intelligent original songwriting. 
Combining elements of jazz, folk and popular music, their harmonies weave through 
a lush musical landscape of keyboards, percussion and the blazing electric violin of 
lead singer Valerie Vigoda, who has toured the world with Cyndi Lauper and Joe 
Jackson. Joining Vigoda on stage is Brendan Milburn playing keyboards and 
singing.  He and Vigoda writes all GrooveLily’s material. His two-fisted, rhythmic 
piano playing is reminiscent of early Billy Joel or more recently, Ben Folds Five.  
Playing drums for the trio is Gene Lewin.  His eclectic, joyful work on the drum kit 
has been favorably compared to that of Carter Beauford of the Dave Mathews Band.  
     This could be a full house, so buy your tickets early  on the web at http://
lafta.nebraska.edu .  They will also be available at the concert door.  Admission is 
$12 for LAFTA members and $15 for non members, students with ID $8, with $1 for children 12 and under. 

Don’t give roses - give GrooveLily for Valentine’s Day !

Leap to the Children’s Concert on February 29th and find 
Chris Sayre at the Lincoln Children’s Museum

This annual event is sponsored by LAFTA and the Lincoln Children’s Museum (LCM) and will take 
place at  2 PM.   Lincoln favorite Chris Sayre will play his guitar, concertina, hurdy gurdy, and even 
the musical saw. Chris always has the audience singing along.  Bring your family to enjoy the music 

and all that the Museum has to offer.  Anyone born on Leap Year Day (February 29) can attend at no
charge. (Proof required).  Admission at the door is $5 adults and children age 2 and over.  LAFTA members
receive $1 off the admission price by signing in at the front desk. LCM members get in free.   Before and
afterwards, build, dance, play, climb, create, sing, and laugh at the Lincoln Children's Museum. Here you can
be whatever and wherever your imagination takes you! The Lincoln Children's Museum offers three floors
and 45,500 square feet of hands-on exhibits and imaginative programs.



You put the left foot in . . .

Lincoln Contra Dancers in Auld Recreation 

  The first Saturday of each month from 
7:15 - 10:30 p.m. The Auld Recreation 
Center in Antelope Park at 3130 
Sumner Avenue reverberates with the 
sound of live music and dancing feet as 
another Contra Dance gets underway. 
Contra dancing is one of the traditional 
North American dance forms, with 
couples in long parallel lines called 
“sets” responding to the directions of 
the caller prompting the next step.  
   It is one of the easiest types of 
dancing, with everyone succeeding at 
the very first dance they try.  Dances 

are always taught beforehand and walked 
through at least once.  Free beginning dance classes are taught at 7:15 the evening of the 
dance.  You do not need to have a partner, as it is normal to dance with a new partner each 
dance.  Just wear comfortable clothes and shoes preferably with leather soles.
   The only schedule 
difference is on March 6th 
the dance will be an Irish 
Ceili in conjunction with 
the Lincoln Irish Dancers.  
Live music will be provided 
by Chulrua.  An 
introductory workshop will 
be provided from 5 to 6 
p.m. for $10, which 
includes entry into the 
dance.  The dance begins at 7 p.m. and with an $8 fee for adults and a $5 fee for students 6 
& older and for Lincoln Irish Dance members.  
   All ages are welcome to the contra dances with a suggested regular donation fee of $6 for 
adults ($15 per family, $3 for students with children under 12 free.  For more information, 
check the LAFTA web site links at http:// lafta.nebraska.edu, call Judi at (402)476-2441 or 
check the web at http://incolor.inebraska.com/gaskell/contras.html, where photos and 
information above were taken from.

You put the left foot out . . .
   If dancing is your thing, check out the folk dancing  available in Lincoln below:
International Folk Dancing:  The Lincoln International Folk Dancers meet on Friday eve-
nings in room 210, Mabel Lee Hall on the University of Nebraska City Campus.  Call (402)
421-6627 or (402) 423-1261 for information.
Irish Folk Dancing:  The Lincoln Irish dancers can be contacted by calling LuAnne at (402)
475-8674 or check the web at irishdance.inebraska.com .
Scottish Country Dancing:  Call Nick or Jennifer at (402) 464-8914 for information.

      Sometimes the best seat in the house may really be in a house.  Though LAFTA has been
holding house concerts since the 1980’s, house concerts have blossomed into a full-fledged
national movement. From Seattle to Waco to Queens, hundreds of homeowners have turned
their living rooms into mild-mannered clubs for a few nights a year and scores of people are
discovering the benefits of attending house concerts.  But what exactly is a house concert?  The
short answer is “a concert in a living room”, but there’s really more to it than that.  
     Though the quality of the music at LAFTA house concerts is as good as -- sometimes featuring
the same artists as – our main stage shows, the concert experience is quite different.  Unlike our
shows at the Loft at the Mill, artists at house concerts usually play with no sound system and the
stage is simply the front of the room.  
     The mechanics of house concerts are basically the same as main stage shows.  Concerts
begin with an introduction by the host then an evening of music, with a short break for snacks,

Which Way Do You Go?

Members of the local group Hot Rosin plays for a Contra Dance
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7:30 PM at The Loft at the Mill

(House Concerts 101 Continued) socializing and 
buying recordings.  LAFTA provides coffee, 
soda and cookies to the audience at no 
charge thanks to support from the Lincoln 
Arts Council and donations from MoJava 
and The Mill.  All the money collected at the 
door ($10 per person) goes directly to the 
feature performer.  
    But there’s more to house concerts than 

just the music and the snacks; it’s also about 
community.  The informal setting and friendly 
crowd make for an intimate experience. 
Everyone is encouraged to get to know the 
person sitting next to them and has 
tremendous opportunity to talk with the artist. 
There are usually 25 to 35 people at each 
show, though once we did fit in almost 50.  
    In January 2000, LAFTA re-started a 

full-fledged house concert series.  The 
musicians range from up-and-comers to 
some of acoustic music's most celebrated 
musicians.  Some of the artists that LAFTA 
has featured at main stage events had 
performed previously at house concerts. 
This list includes David Mallett, Cosy 
Sheridan, Cliff Eberhardt, Kate Campbell 
and Dave Moore.  These are just a few of the 
terrific artists who have performed at LAFTA 
house concerts in recent years.   
    In short, house concerts are not only about 
good music, but also about the community of 
people who come together to enjoy them. 
Some people have commented that it feels 
uncomfortable coming to a strangers house 
for a concert, but  those of us who coordinate 
the series and the regular crowd understand 
this and work very hard to make everyone 
comfortable once they arrive.  
    Because seating is limited, we encourage 
people to RSVP ahead of time as early as 
possible.  Because we want to fill the room 
for every show, this advance notice helps us 
know how hard to work to get the word out as 
well as how many chairs to set up for the 
evening.  So, check out the schedule on our 
website (http://lafta.nebraska.edu), call to 
RSVP, and come early for the chance to sit 
on the couch or the overstuffed chair.  The 
artists we have coming in Spring 2004 are 
wonderful.  We hope you’ll join us and see 
what this is all about.  House Concerts 101



Previews abound on folk 
friendly KZUM radio

 Haven’t heard one of our featured artists
before?  Listen to these fine shows featuring
folk music at KZUM radio, 89.3 FM, for a
preview !
Mon    6:00 - 8:00  p.m. “Exposition Flyer”
Tue     7:00 - 9:00  p.m. “Tuesday Night Drive-In”
Wed    2:00 - 5:00  a.m. “American Fried Music”
Wed    9:00-10:00  a.m. “River City Folk”
Wed  10:00-11:55 a.m. “Acoustic Wheel“
Thurs   6:00 - 8:00 a.m. “A Prairie Sunrise”
Thurs   6:00 - 7:00 p.m. “Celtic Heartland”
Thurs   7:00 - 8:30 p.m. “The Acoustic Cafe”
  Other fine specialty shows have also featured
our showcase artist, so keep on listening and
supporting community radio at KZUM! 
"Powered By the Community"

Put a little LAFTA in your life by joining LAFTA  Today!  If you’re not a member, 
just follow the instructions for the form on the back page and join the fun!

     “I hate parking in the Haymarket!  Couldn’t
you guys have found a place with more park-
ing?”  Is this the phrase running through your
mind when you consider attending one of the
great concerts LAFTA  has coming up?  It’s a
valid thought since parking by the door is like
winning the lottery.  There is plenty of parking 
within a block or two of LAFTA’s new home
that a lot of people just aren’t aware of.
Check out the LAFTA web site and look over
the parking maps you’ll find there.  When you
find the best spot, let your friends know so
they will also realize it’s not so tough after all!

Haymarket Parking.  
Is there such a thing?

     The Nebraska Folklife Network (NFN) is dedicated to 
documenting, celebrating, and helping to preserve folklife 
throughout the state.  Nebraska's folklife consists of those 
traditional expressions of culture that have grown through 
time among the many communities of people that have 
settled here--communities that share the same historical 
experience, ethnic heritage, language, occupation, religion, 
or geographic area.  African American gospel quartet 
singing, Native American beadwork, Mexican American folk 
poetry and dichos (sayings or proverbs), traditional quilt 
making, saddle and tack making, blues music, dowsing for 
water, fishing and hunting lore, and traditions connected with religious holidays are a few

examples of folklife traditions found in our state.  
    Nebraska’s identity can be seen, felt, heard and tasted 

through the richness of Czech kolaches and Greek pastries, 
the sounds of bouncy German, Czech, and Polish polka 
music, the fine detail of Scandinavian and Slavic forms of 
needlework, the skilled dancing at Native American 
powwows and Asian cultural celebrations, and the 
excitement of the rodeos and county fairs in our state.
  NFN has created two traveling “trunk” exhibits, called 
cultural encounter kits, on two different Nebraska ethnic 

cultures for the Nebraska Humanities Council to lend to schools, libraries, museums and other
educational institutions.  One of the kits explores the cultural traditions of Nebraska’s Mexican
American residents and the other focuses on those of Germans from Russia.  In addition, the
NFN is working with traditional artists to help them prepare and deliver presentations on their
arts and cultures to school classes over the state’s distance learning system and is also working
with the Nebraska Arts Council to create school curriculum on Nebraska traditional arts.    
      It is supported in part by a grant from the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) and by
staff time donated by the Nebraska Humanities Council, the Nebraska Arts Council, and the
Plains Humanities Alliance at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.  However the NFN also
greatly needs support from individuals who, like LAFTA members, care about folklife and about
traditional arts. The NFN would welcome donations of funds, volunteer support, or in-kind gifts
such as office supplies, advertising, printing, or web development services.  For more
information on the NFN and how you can help preserve Nebraska folklife, please call Gwen
Meister, NFN Director, at (402) 420-5442 or email her at plainsculture@inebraska.com.

Nebraska Folklife Network Working to Preserve 
Nebraska’s Folk Culture

Bobbin Lace

New Year brings changes to House Concert Schedule

Saddlemaker Dennis Rose

     Two of the next three house concerts have been cancelled due to scheduling problems.
The February 7 concert featuring Caroline Herring had to be cancelled.  Herring will be 8
months pregnant by that time and her Doctor doesn’t recommend the travel.  The March 27
concert with Karen Savoca and Pete Heitzman had to be cancelled due to a schedule change
preventing them from being near Nebraska at the end of March like they had planned.   But
never fear!  Our house concert coordinator is working overtime to keep the music flowing.  The
good news is that we have confirmed details with one artist and are close to finalizing
arrangements with another to fill in for these cancellations.  Check our web site for new info.
     Cosy Sheridan will return to Lincoln for a house concert on Sunday, February 22 at 6:30 
pm.   Cosy has performed at both LAFTA house concert and main stage shows to rave
reviews.  She describes herself as being on a spiritual quest, with occasional moments of
tasteless, comic diversion. Winner of both Kerrville Folk Festival’s Newfolk award and Telluride
Bluegrass Festival’s Troubadour award, her musical approach places her in a class apart.
From Carnegie Hall to the Dr. Demento Show to the Cowgirl Hall of Fame. You can count on
these, and almost everywhere in between, as stops along the way for Cosy and her music.
The Boston Globe says "she’s a wonderfully lively, very funny and enormously amiable
entertainer, with a keen and wicked eye for the excesses of our fast-food, TV-happy and
noisome culture."   Call 466-4775 to reserve a seat.  Suggested donations are $10.Cosy Sheridan



Number 1, 2003-2004
The LAFTA NEWSLETTER is published several 
times annually by the Lincoln Association for 
Traditional Arts, P O Box 30561, Lincoln, NE 
68503-0561.  LAFTA is a non-profit organization, 
committed to the promotion of folk music and folk 
arts in the Lincoln area. For membership or other 
information, please call (402) 580-8656. 

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
 Lincoln, NE.

 Permit No. 609

LAFTA
The Folk Music Folks
P O Box 30561
Lincoln NE 68503-0561

Return Service Requested

LAFTA Memberships   (Save $3.00 for regular tickets) 
$10 Individual
$15 Family / Household

Send Large-Print MaterialsNew Renewing

Date

Name(s)

Address
City State             Zip
Phone E-mail

Mail to:  LAFTA  P O Box 30561  Lincoln NE 68503-0561

$25 Friend

$50   Enthusiast
$500 Lifetime Supporter

Is your membership current?  Please check your mailing label for the
expiration date and use the form below to renew or join.

DONATIONS:  LAFTA is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organization and will happily accept donations which are tax
deductible to the extent allowed by law.  If you wish to make an additional gift to help preserve and promote
the music you love, please check the appropriate donor box below and enclose your check.

$____ You name it, we’re grateful!

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS

Robin and Linda Williams and 
Their Fine Group

Sat. Mar. 13, 7:30 P.M. Loft at the Mill

Cheryl  Wheeler
Sat. April 3, 7:30 P.M.  Loft at the Mill

HOUSE CONCERT

Andrew McKnight
Fri. April 30, 7:30 P.M.  

Call for reservations 402-466-4775

Dave Moore 
Sat. May 22, 7:30 P.M. Loft at the Mill 

Check the web for updates and more 
information at http://lafta.nebraska.edu

CONTRA DANCE
7:15 P.M. First Saturday of each 
Month at Auld Recreation Center

Robin &Linda 
Williams

Cheryl Wheeler Andrew McKnight Dave Moore


