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Jalan Crossland Band to perform Saturday, March 7
LAFTA is hosting the Jalan Crossland Band in concert on March 7, 2009 at the
Loft At The Mill, 8th and P Streets, Lincoln NE at 7:30 pm. Although new to the LAFTA
stage, he's performed in Omaha and Lincoln in the past to great reviews. Here's his
bio straight from his website:
Raised in a small Wyoming town, Jalan Crossland is one of a very few “alt country”
artists his age who still claims the “country” as home. Maybe this explains the lyrical,
“truth is stranger than fiction” wobble to his songs about 21st century rural life. Live and
on recordings he adds dazzling guitar and banjo fingerpicking to his kanky tales of
hobos, tires, “mobile homes”, strippers, motorcycles, trucks, cars, vice presidents and
methamphetamines (“Drugs are bad” says Jalan).
Jalan has been touring both solo and with a band for ten years, but his musical
upbringing is of course longer, and more sordid. Though the guitar spends a lot of time
in Jalan's hands these days, the first stringed entity that caught his young eye and ear
was the banjo, his uncle Dan figuring prominently in this. Despite this banjo affliction, Jalan somehow survived his Wyoming Teenage Boy
Instinct for Self-Destruction well enough, to emerge in his twenties playing electric guitar for money on the road. All big hair playing a
whammy-bar Ibanez Firebird copy, in Iron Maiden “wannabe” bands.
But the “country” was and is always with him. Later Jalan's metal phase gave way, to touring with honky-tonk country bands as a hired
gun. He moved to solo status in the late 1900s, which is also when he began crafting his strange, new-old-timey tales of sagebrush and
asphalt. While building his reputation as a solo artist, Jalan spent a lot of time at home in Tensleep, Wyoming (pop. 300) either by the
woodstove or on the porch, picking and picking and picking, becoming a roots music virtuoso. True to his slacker past, Jalan managed a
mere second place finish in the 1997 Winfield National Guitar Fingerpicking competition.
As of fall 2007 Jalan has a steadily performing band and 3 CDs: Poorboy Shanty, Moonshiner, and Trailer Park Fire & Other Tragedies.
He hit the road in early 2008 for his first national dates with the Jalan Crossland Band, a Rocky Mountain regional favorite since forming in
late 2005.
The show starts at 7:30 pm at the Loft At The Mill. Regular ticket pricing of $13 for members, $17 for nonmembers, $5 special pricing
for students this concert only and children under 12 for $1 applies with tickets online at www.lata.net or at the door the evening of the
performance. More information is available on the web at www.lafta.net or at 580-8656, the LAFTA phone number.

April 4th House Concert to feature Dan Bliss
and Dr. John Walker
Well known Lincoln musician Dr. John Walker and Kansas City bluesman Dan
Bliss will be the featured performers in a LAFTA house concert scheduled Saturday,
April 4 in the home of Tim and Nancy Anderson, 4615 Sugar Creek Ct. The show
starts at 7:30 pm with a $12 artist donation.
Bliss took second place in 2005 and third place in 2007 in the INTERNATIONAL
FINGERSTYLE GUITAR CHAMPIONSHIP at the Walnut Valley Festival in Winfield,
KS. He won first place in fingerstyle guitar at the 2005 Kansas State Fiddling & Picking
Championships in Lawrence, KS. Since releasing his first CD in 1999, Bliss has kept
a busy performance schedule in Kansas City and around the Midwest. He appeared
at the New York State Blues Festival in 1999 and 2001 and has opened shows for
artists such as Steve James, Marcia Ball, Honeyboy Edwards, John McCutcheon,
Kelley Hunt, The Waybacks, Mem Shannon, and St. Louis blues legends Henry Townsend and Johnnie Johnson. Originally from upstate
New York, Bliss has made his home for almost 20 years in Kansas City, inspired by the traditions of blues and jazz and the incredible wealth
of local talent. In addition to working as a solo acoustic act, he has played electric guitar with the Kelley Hunt Band and his own band
Bluetonium. These days, in addition to solo gigs, he also leads a trio and occasionally appears with K.C. jazz guitar great Rod Fleeman.
The Kansas City Pitch Weekly has this to say about Dan Bliss: “…guitarist Dan Bliss has finally released a solo album, Open For Business.
This stellar record suggests that Bliss is aptly named, as his blend of jump blues, delta blues and swing should bring blues fans to ecstasy.
His vocals, a hearty roar tempered by a bit of twang, blend Louie Armstrong and Eric Clapton influences. Musically his cover songs reveal
his range…. Bliss’ original compositions showcase strong melodies of tunes such as ‘Back By My Side’ and ‘Get Together With You.’ …After
spending years in the shadows, Bliss is more than ready for the spotlight.”
A transplanted Okie who now calls Nebraska home, John Walker has been performing his brand of country-blues music for more than
30 years. His musical roots go back to Bob and Johnny Lee Wills, Woody Guthrie, Hudie Ledbetter, Bukka White, Brownie McGhee, and
numerous small-town Oklahoma churches where he grew up singing songs like "What a Friend," "Oh Happy Day,"
(Continued page 2)

2009 LAFTA BOARD ELECTIONS
The 2009 LAFTA board election will soon be held by mail. Members will vote for
board members to fill positions whose terms have expired. There is one vote per
household unless two memberships have been purchased. The following are current
board members running for reelection. Write in votes are also allowed. So watch the
mail and return those ballots!
Nancy Anderson is working on a master’s degree in Teaching, Learning, and
Teacher Education with an emphasis on research methods at UNL. She has served
on the LAFTA board for three years and is the board’s current president. This season,
she coordinated Darden Smith’s visit to Clinton Elementary School. Also this season,
Nancy and her husband, Tim, began hosting LAFTA’s house concert series.
Bart Holmquist has retired from the biotechnology field only to start a new vineyard
venture near Eagle. He is on the Nebraska Grape and Winery Board and teaches
chemistry part time at Nebraska Wesleyan University. He moved to Lincoln in 1994
after working with several coffee houses in the Boston area. He is a past president of
LAFTA and started the food concessions program at LAFTA concerts. Bart is a banjo
playing bluegrass lover and uses his vineyard for occasional outdoor bluegrass
concerts with touring bands during the summer months. He currently books the main
stage concerts for LAFTA and has been a board member for 6 years.
Butch Krause is self employed in insurance and investment sales. He is an active
member of a local songwriters group and has participated in its showcases as well as
played at the local coffee houses. Butch has attended LAFTA concerts since 1987
and has been a board member for 14 years. He currently edits the LAFTA newsletter
and coordinates all media press releases. He also runs the Yahoo LAFTA group.
Dena Zimmer is currently on the LAFTA board, serving her first term, and is on
committees working on Marketing/Membership/ByLaws, and also helps with Publicity.
She enjoys the excellent variety of music presented by LAFTA and hopes to work on
outreach community activities to schools and future benefit performances. She would
like to continue working with the board towards the goals of promoting folk and
traditional music. She has been attending LAFTA performances since its early
beginnings. Her personal favorites include bluegrass and blues music, and her
current goal is to learn to play the mountain dulcimer.
For the past year the LAFTA board has been short one member. Now Joan
Johnson is retiring from the LAFTA board after 6 years of wonderful help and service.
This leaves us with two empty postions to fill. If you or someone you know would like
to participate as a board member, please contact LAFTA to be put on the ballot.
Bring your knowledge and expertise to LAFTA, and help this fine program move
forward! Contact a LAFTA board member or give us a call at 580-8656 or drop us an
email at laftaNE@yahoo.com. We’re looking forward to hearing from you!

CGSMUSIC
Restorations

(402) 328-0677

Repairs

Harris Music Studio

(402) 423-7121

Private Music Instruction

Age 5 thru Adult

Glenda Dietrich Moore
Experienced Teacher & Professional Artist
See Glenda’s artwork at www.GlendaDietrich.com
5401 Franklin St. Lincoln NE 402-483-5308
Email: creationenergy@windstream.net
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and "Just a Closer Walk with Thee."
His own songs reflect that upbringing
in their laid-back accessibility and
Southern rural themes. They combine
foot-stomping rhythms with smooth
melodies and expressive lyrics, all to
the distinctive accompaniment of a
unique finger-picking style of guitar
playing.
He has played those songs in
auditoriums and bars and churches
and festivals and living rooms and hay
fields across the country since the
sixties. John Walker is a long-time
traveler with the Nebraska Arts
Council's Touring Artists program and
has performed at the John F. Kennedy
Center for the Performing Arts as
Nebraska's representative to the
Center's State Days concert series.

What is the Loft at
the Mill?
a) The location of LAFTA’s main
stage concerts
b) The home of five resident artist
groups that put on theater
productions, concerts, and
other arts events
c) One of the only independent
black box theaters in the country
d) A blank canvas in the Historic
Haymarket that can be rented
and transformed for artistic
performances, music recitals
and private events
e) A
non-profit
501(c)3
organization
The correct answer is “all of the
above.” The Loft at the Mill, where
LAFTA’s main stage concerts take place,
is also the home of other artistic groups
including Angels Theatre Company and
Third Chair Chamber Players. It is a fully
accessible venue that has been made
affordable for arts groups to be nurtured
and to thrive.
But, like everyone else in these tough
economic times, the Loft needs support.
Without this affordable, centrally located
space, arts groups would have to seek
new places to work together, to perform,
to store equipment, and to be identified
with in the community.
Donations to the Loft at the Mill are
tax-deductible. The Loft is also available
for rent. For more information, call (402)
477-8311, e-mail info@loftatthemill.org
or visit www.loftatthemill.org on the Web.

(written by Nancy Anderson)

Shaw Brothers return to LAFTA stage on
Saturday April 17

Listen to KZUM community radio at
89.3 FM for music previews of folk artists
before they appear on the LAFTA stage.
And don’t forget to pledge your support to
a fine radio station.

A Great Big LAFTA
Thank You To The Mill
Coffee Shop !
If you’ve enjoyed
the wonderful
coffee at
our concerts,
thank the Mill for
its donation. Stop
by their store for
another cup!
Check out their fine
coffees and teas.
CONTRA DANCE
7:30 pm first Saturday of
each month at Auld
Recreation Center.
$6
donation.
For
more
information call (402) 4643143 or (402) 325-9450 or
check the LAFTA web site at
www.lafta.net.
Made possible with the support of

Lincoln is rich with musical
talent and you won't find any
better flatpickers and fiddlers
than The Shaw Brothers. Just
three and a half years after
taking up the guitar, John
Shaw won the National
Flatpicking
Guitar
Championships in Winfield,
Kansas. Within a two-year
period, Jason Shaw won the
Winfield fiddle contest and
reached the semifinals in the
Winfield
flatpicking
championships. When they
aren't winning contests, the
brothers perform with Lincoln's
High Caliber Band. Bring the
2008 Fiddle Winners: (left to right): Marina
entire family to this feel-good
Pendleton (2nd), Jason Shaw (1st), John Shaw (3rd)
show.
The show starts at 7:30 pm at the Loft At The Mill. Regular ticket pricing of $13 for members,
$17 for nonmembers, $5 special pricing for students this concert only and children under
12 for $1 applies with tickets online at www.lata.net or at the door the evening of the performance.

Nationally known folksinger Christine Lavin is headlining the PlainSong Folk
Festival focus on humor this year along with wonderful folk act Lou and Peter
Berryman. The Basharrat Dance Troupe, local Bluegrass band Lye Soap and
Michael Murphy are also on the ticket with plans waiting to be finalized for other
performers. The venue is indoors this year on September 26 at the Sprague Martell
Community center, just 12 minutes South of Lincoln. Check www.plainsongfestival.com
for updates and previews of the coming performers as well as participating vendors and
artisans. Doors will open at 1 pm to the jammin’ tent and vendors marketplace.
Childrens activities and playground will be available. Mainstage performers will start at
2 pm and end at 9 pm. Great lineup, great fun, and great times are a comin’!

A Novel Idea Bookstore
Used, Rare and Out of Print
Building & Buying Book Collections Since
1991 WE BUY BOOKS !
Hardcover and Paperback
118 N. 14 th St. Lincoln NE 68508

Th ro ug h fu nd s
fr om
The Nebraska Legislature and
National Endowment for the Arts.
www.nebraskaartscouncil.org

(402) 475-8663
www.anovelideabookstore.com
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DON’S PIANO SERVICE
PIANO TUNING, MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR
Don Pinkley Lincoln NE 68502 (402)-742-4229

COMMENTS from LAFTA board president Nancy Anderson
It’s hard to believe that as I write this column, we have only two main stage concerts remaining in the 2008-09
concert season. I want to thank all of our LAFTA members and volunteers for making the season a success so far and
to encourage everyone to come out and help us to a strong finish. We have enjoyed some great shows this year, and our
last two should be no exception.
In addition to the two remaining main stage concerts—Jalan Crossland Band on Saturday and the Shaw Brothers
on April 18—we also have one house concert left this season. Lincoln’s own Dr. John Walker will be performing with Dan
Bliss, a fellow blues musician from Kansas City, on Saturday, April 4. For more about Dan and his music, visit his Web
site, www.danbliss.com. To reserve a seat at the house concert, please call (402) 328-9844. The cost is $12, and all of
the money will go to the artists. Please note that the date is different from the one listed in our season brochure. The
correct date is Saturday, April 4.
As this season is winding down, the LAFTA board of directors is already busy working on next season’s schedule.
I can’t say anything until the contracts are in place (and I don’t want to spoil the excitement you feel when you receive the
season brochure in the mail this summer!), but I will say that I think you are in for a treat. We are planning to have some
exciting new acts, some returning favorites, and some shows featuring our talented local musicians. Our season ticket
offer was a success this season, so keep an eye out for a similar offer next year. In difficult economic times, a season
ticket can save you money and help you plan ahead for your entertainment budget. We know times are tough, and we
sincerely appreciate your support.
Ultimately, this organization belongs to the members, and we could not continue without you. LAFTA board
elections are coming up, and we are looking for people who would like to get more involved. Among other duties, board
members plan and publicize concerts, work in various roles before, during, and after the shows, attend monthly board
meetings, and manage the organization’s finances. If you would like more information about running for a seat on the
board, please call (402) 580-8656, send an e-mail to laftane@yahoo.com, or talk to a board member at one of the
upcoming concerts.
We also welcome comments about our concerts. If there’s somebody you’d like to see again or a new performer
you think we should consider for a future show, please let us know. We wouldn’t exist without you! Thanks again for a
great year.
Nancy Anderson
LAFTA board president, 2008-09
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$______ You name it, we’re grateful!
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